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My name's Jeff Kennison. I'm from Batlow, New South Wales, up in the Snowy Mountains. I produce honey and berries. I grow raspberries, boysenberries, and blackberries. I also produce a tiny bit of honey. We looked at something to do in this area, and the climate was really good for the berries. I got into bees because I needed pollination for the berries.

We've stayed small because we like to keep everything fresh. We don't like berries being sold after two days. We make sure that they're picked at the right time. We don't pick them too early when the sugar content's not up there, and that's why a lot of berries you get from the supermarket won't be sweet. The ones we pick, we make sure they're picked at the right time. Ones that are overripe, or underripe that get picked accidentally, or ones that have got a slight mark, we put them into making jam. So we don't waste any of the product.

With the bees, we take the frames out of the [?] frames and cut the wax top off, and put them in the extractor, which spins it round, and the honey separates from the wax cone. We then leave it a day for it to settle, and then we just put it in the containers to sell at farmers markets and the farm shop.

I didn't know anything about berries when I first started. A lot of research on the Internet, reading, and now it's trial and error. At markets parents will buy their kids a hunk of the berries. By that time, ten minutes later all the berries have been eaten. The parents are back for more.

If you're thinking of getting into berry farming, berries is a very easy field to get into. It's slow start-up costs. You can do courses, like in horticulture, but I find trial and error is the way to go. I find agriculture a very rewarding pastime. By the time we get our product to market and see the look on the customers' faces, very satisfying. It's just a great industry to be in.

Eventually, I'd like to be working for myself on berries and honey. At the moment I can't afford it because it's only a small operation, but down the track, yeah, I'd like to work for myself. I'd be a hard boss, but I think I'd be fair [chuckles].


